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The University of New Wexico's Lecturer of the Mear for 2019-2020, Heather Sweetser received her B.A.
in Arabic, International Studies, and Tslamic Studies at Ohio State in 2009 and her MA. i Arabic at Ohio
State in 2012, Originally from Minmeapolis, WMinnesota, she joined the Army in 1442 avd learved Arabic at
DLT, becoming an Arabic interpreter. Experiences with languages v the WS, Government inspired her to
become a language structor focusing on intercultural competence as a core part of language fluency.
Currently Heather teaches beginiing through advanced Arabic at UNW, as well as courses on The Arabian
Nights and Wovies of the Widdle East. She is also the Lead Instructor for the federally funded summer
STARTALK program in Albudueraune, NW, teaching Arabic to middle and high school students. Heather has
led wultiple presevtations and workshops on langnage teaching avd learving, icludinvg a  3-day
workshop about teaching languages onlive for Albuduerque Academy. One of +he co-creators of
the wecanlearnarabiccom website, Heather's approaches +o integrating culture  with language
leads students towards quick, meaninaful gains in Arabic. She is currently a member of AATA, MESA, and
ACTFL,



